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advantage of this political chaos, in 1923 after a successful military 
campaign, the Klaipeda region was joined with Lithuania. Playing 
an important role was the Rescue Committee of Lithuania Minor, 
whose headquarters were established in Silute. On 19 January 
1923, a declaration was adopted in Silute regarding the accession 
of the Klaipeda region to Lithuania under the rights of autonomy. 
The settlement of Silokarcema was renamed Silute that year.

The accession of the Klaipeda region, as well as Silute, to 
Lithuania did not last long. In 1939, after Hitler’s ultimatum, the 
region and the town were returned to Germany. During that 
period, about 5,200 people lived in Silute, and it was mockingly 
called the largest village in Eastern Prussia. It was only on 27 
September 1941 that the Third Reich authorised the declaration 
of Silute as a town. In 1944, after losing World War II, Germany was 
deprived of this territory.

Large changes were brought about in the region after the end 
of World War II and the post-war period. In 1944, as the fighting 
approached the town, the majority of local people (Prussian 
Lithuanians and Germans) retreated to Germany. On 10 October 
1944, Soviet military units marched into Silute. The Klaipeda region 
was passed over to the SSR. In 1945, new settlers from Lithuania 
(mainly from Samogitia, as well as from Sudovia and Dzukia) and 
various regions of the Soviet Union moved to emptied region.

Today Silute revives with the reconstructed Estate of Sojus, the 
Old Market Square and with the culture of Lithuania Minor. Silute 
is the centre of Lithuania Minor.

Silute is nearly 2 kilometres of Lithuania Minor’s urban heritage: 
buildings from the 19th and 20th centuries, a network of streets, 
old paved streets and green spaces.

Silute was created from three settlements: Silokarcema, Zibai 
and Verdaine. They were connected in the first half of the 20th 
century, but Silute the township rights received only in 1941. 
The competition for townrights was long included the people of 
Silokarcema, Zibai and Verdaine on one side, and the merchants, 
craftsmen and politicians from Tilze and Klaipeda on the other. 
Being afraid of competition, the merchants, craftsmen and 
governors blocked three attempts to establish a town on the site 
of present-day Silute (1721, 1731 and 1926).

Settlement scheme, approx. 1910, Complied by A. Miskinis

In 1722, after the administrative reform in Prussia, Silokarcema 
County was established and a Governor (Amtmann) was appointed. 
From the end of the 19th to the mid-20th century, the region 
experienced its “golden age”: Silute could be reached by railway, 
telegraph and telephone line; roads stretched from the settlement 
in all directions. In order to keep up with this rapid development, 
an architect was appointed to oversee the town’s planning. This 
role was fulfilled by the architect Gewitsch. He designed public 
and private buildings and supervised their construction. As 
opposed to in Lithuania Proper, the settlement development in 
Lithuania Minor was planned, e.g.: the Silokarcema design plan 
was drawn up in 1730. In 1920, the political situation changed in 
the Klaipeda region. When Germany lost World War I, the Klaipeda 
region was separated from Germany and came under French 
administration in accordance with the Treaty of Versailles. Taking 
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Actors of the Silute theatre

week, fishermen used to sail to the borough market, and new 
fashionable stores were opened in 1890: “colonial” goods, iron 
wares, building materials and coal. A hotel also opened alongside 
a pharmacy and a restaurant. The most famous hotel to open 
on the square was the Germanija. It caught fire three times and 
was restored bigger and more splendid than before with each 
rebuilding. In 1944, when the Germans were retreating from 
Silute, the hotel was destroyed and was never rebuilt. Today a 
building of the Silute District Municipality Administation stands 
in its place.

In the 20th century, trade was still developing in the square, 
so H. Scheu transferred some land from the local estate to set up 
a third Market Square northwest of the old one. The trade hall 
appeared here between 1901 and 1910. At the beginning of the 
20th century, construction of the Market Square was equated 
with the construction of the town. The most important and 
fashionable stores and cafes were opened there. Between 1912 
and 1917, a port was constructed at the off the square, a modern 
metal bridge, designed by engineer Fabian, was constructed and 
the square was repaved. When the landowner H. Scheu initiated 
the construction of the protective embankments at the beginning 
of the 20th century, the Market Square’s largest problem – the 
spring floods – was solved.

Today, all major cultural events taking place in the town are 
held in the square.

Old Market square

On 22 February 1511, the Klaipeda Komtur, Michael von 
Schwaben, gave the privilege of renting a tavern built in the 
wine-wood to a subordinate of the Order, Georg Tallat (“Krug 
auf der Heide” in the German source). The tavern gave birth to 
other settlements; later the tavern even imparted its name to this 
settlement – Silokarcema (German: Heydekrug). During the 16th 
century, this place became famous for its large market.

Despite the complaints of the merchants from Klaipeda and 
Tilze to the king, which went on for several centuries, and all the 
efforts to close down the market, it only expanded over time. Even 
the pastor of Verdaine called it “the Satanic market”, and sources 
from the 17th century state that “the market drew Germans and 
Samogitians to settle there, who like the local way of life”.

A few decades later the market became a local tradition 
and no decrees or statutes could ban it. The fishermen, farmers, 
merchants from the neighbouring settlements, Kaliningrad, as 
well as Klaipeda and Samogitia from Lithuania Proper used to 
travel over land and sea to get there. The square became gradually 
more and more populated by tradespeople, with new surrounding 
buildings rising one after the other. The fish market formed in the 
northwestern part of the square, where the fishermen would sell 
fish straight from their boats.

The prosperity of Silokarcema at the time is illustrated by 
the fact that a surgeon worked there from 1753 to 1765. Every 

Fish Market square in 1914

Old Market Square at the beginning 
of the 20th century

Revived old crafts, 2013

Market Square in 2012

In 2012
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called Sojaus (Lietuvininku g. 4)

TThe history of the Silokarcema settlement is closely 
associated with the history of the estate from the 17th century. 
The Silute estate was established in 1721 and its assigned plots 
of land surrounded the settlement. As the landowners did not 
agree to sell the estate plots for a long time, the development of 
Silokarcema was suspended. The Market Square, the largest part 
of which was not owned by the estate, was the only part of the 
settlement that could be found bustling with life.

Breakthrough developments came in 1889, when the estate 
was bought by Hugo Scheu. Between 1889 and 1944, when the 
Silute estate was managed by the Scheu family, it became famous 
and known in the Klaipeda region and Eastern Prussia. Scheu 
belonged to the political and cultural elite of that period. It is 
known that the German crown prince Joachim, the presidents of 
Lithuania, the governors of the Klaipeda region, J. Basanavicius, A. 
Bezzeberger and H. Sudermann visited the estate.

Today, Scheu is deservedly called the founder and patron of 
Silute. After acquiring the estate, partly due to the profitability 
of the estate and partly due to the development of the Silute 
settlement, he started selling and presenting the estate’s plots 
of land. A hospital, a post office, a fire station, an Evangelical-
Lutheran Church, a primary school, a Herder high school, a port, a 
narrow gauge railway station and railway lines were constructed 
and the market complex was expanded through the plots of land 
given as gifts from the estate to the town. I may state boldly that 
a large part of present-day Silute stands on what were once plots 
of land that belonged to the estate.

The landowner’s personal life was also exceptional. While 
studying in Berlin, Scheu fell in love and married Mary Jane, the 
daughter of a Klaipeda merchant, Schula, who came from England. 

Estate gardener’s house, 2013

Unfortunately, she died giving birth to their third child and Scheu 
remained alone to raise their three children: Hugo, Erich and 
Ellen. His love for wife was so great that he never married again 
and lived alone with his children. Scheu was buried in the estate 
cemetery, located on the street named after him.

The landowner’s memories demonstrates his interesting 
character traits. In his memories, he speaks about a fire, which 
occurred shortly after he acquired the Silute estate. He watched 
his old estate buildings catch fire and was almost glad, because 
the buildings were very well insured and he planned to renew the 
estate. Moreover, the six small bulls, burned on fire, disappeared 
“mysteriously”. After the fire, the estate homestead was rebuilt and 
is still standing today. The Silute museum and the 19th century 
Prussian-Lithuanian ethnographic collection that belonged to 
Scheu will be established there.

Today, the main part of the Silute estate homestead has been 
reconstructed and is open visitors, as it is the best-preserved 
estate complex in the former Klaipeda region.

Restored doors of the Silute estate 
palace, 2014

Silute estate, at the beginning of the 20th century

Estate palace, 2014

Farm buildings of the estate 
and a servants’ house, 2014

Homestead of the Silute estate,  
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The history of the narrow gauge railway is closely related to 
the railway line and station in Zibai village, opened in 1875. This 
is the present railway site and station (Gelezinkelio Street), which 
was about 2 km from Silokarcema at that time. People arriving 
at the station had to walk about 15 minutes to reach the main 
settlement. In 1912, on the initiative of the Regional Head Dr. 
Peterson, a public company was set up to lay down the railway 
to Silokarcema with a branch of track to Kulesus (towards the 
German and Russian border). First of all, it was decided to lay 
down the narrow gauge railway from the main railway station 
in Zibai to the centre of Silokarcema (2 km). The other branch 
had to be laid down for Kulesus, 16 km away, near Zemaiciu 
Naumiestis. The narrow gauge railway branch from the main 
railway station in Zibai to Silokarcema was laid down in 1912. 
The narrow gauge railway station (now Lietuvininku g. 15) was 
constructed the same year. The land in this area was very low and 
boggy, so before constructing the station building, the railway 
construction company had to bring in soil and raise the land level 
by approximately 2 metres. The constructed railway station was 
called Heydekrug Ort and the narrow gauge railway went from 
this station to Kulesus. Later on, this railway line was extended 
to the Silokarcema port. The narrow gauge railway operated until 
1939. Even today, driving from Silute to Zemaiciu Naumiestis, a 
small embankment can be seen near the road – the former narrow 
gauge railway track. In 1944, when the Germans were retreating 
from Silute, the bridge of the narrow gauge railway in Verdaine 
was blown up. However, those who look closely will notice the 
remnants of the old bridge.

Former post office building, 2014

 
(Lietuvininku g. 1)

Over time, this building has changed drastically and it has 
been impossible to identify its initial intended use for many years. 
It is thought that a post horse stable might have been located 
there. From 1594, post horses could be kept at the tavern in 
Silokarcema, which shows that the settlement was included 
in the postal system of Lithuania Minor. Such a station was in 
operation in the Verdaine settlement. In 1718, the Tilze-Klaipeda 
post track station was established in Silokarcema; sources from 
1754 state that the head office of the postal service was located 
on the estate and that a private postman delivered the mail. At 
the end of the 18th century. This profitable business was taken 
over by the landowner Radke. Between 1872 and 1875, when the 
railway from Tilze to Klaipeda through Pagegiai and Silokarcema-
Zibai was laid down, the post horse stable was closed.Post office at the beginning 

of the 20th century

Former post office building, 1930s

Former narrow gauge railway 
station building, 2013

Narrow gauge railway station, at the beginning of the 20th century

Narrow gauge railway station, at the 
beginning of the 20th century

Narrow gauge railway 
(Lietuvininku g. 15)

Former post office building
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Former house of prayer of the 
Christian community, 2012

Liepu Street

The whole history of the town can be seen in the main streets 
of Lietuvininku Tilzes. However, the lives of the townsmen from 
the time are hidden in the side streets, where they made their 
homes. Some of the most interesting and beautiful heritage of 
old Silokarcema are the streets of the town villas. These are quiet 
streets, where the townsmen’s villas, once cherished and well-
tended, stand surrounded by old trees. You would not find stores 
or cafes here; highly-valued tranquillity predominated. Nowadays 
only a few streets of the town villas remain: Parko, Vilu, Liepu and 
Žalgirio. And even of those, some only remain in fragments.

An agricultural school was built at the start of the street, 
where girls were trained for family life. Today only two buildings 
of this school remain – Lietuvininku g. 20 and 20A. A teachers’ 
dormitory was in the latter.

A sign of the Masons’ Lodge is at the entrance to one house. 
No one has been able to explain how and for what purpose it 
appeared there. We do know that a servant of the chancery, Fr. 
Treichler, lived in this building. There is also an unpresentable grey 
house at the end of Liepu street today. Previously, it was the house 
of prayer for the Christian community (Liepu g. 7). Unfortunately, 
the Church was closed after World War II; this building was turned 
into a sports hall and has yet to find its intended use.

A sign of the Masons

Liepu Street, at the beginning of the 20th century

House of prayer of the 
Christian community, 1943

Evangelical-Lutheran Church, 2014

Evangelical-Lutheran 
Church, 2013

Church facade fresco, 2012

Evangelical-Lutheran Church  
(Lietuvininku g. 21)

In 1910, when Silokarcema, Zibai and Verdaine were joined 
into one administrative unit, an issue was raised among the 
Evangelical parish in Silokarcema. The Verdaine Church on 
the outskirts of the settlement was demolished. This idea was 
supported by the landowner, H. Scheu, who provided the plot of 
land for the future church. In 1911, a new church design was drawn 
up. In 1913, the Silokarcema Evangelical-Lutheran parish was set 
up and a new clergy house building was raised very soon after 
(Lietuvininku g. 21A). However, the settlement was embellished 
with a new building – the Evangelical-Lutheran Church. Today it is 
a dominating element of the town.

The exterior and interior of the church were created very 
responsibly, using high quality materials. Frescoes on the walls 
and ceilings painted by Richard Pfeifer, a professor from the 
Karaliaucius Art Academy, and the stained glass, created in a style 
in keeping with the paintings of the artist Emil Kringer, can be 
found inside. Various stories about these old buildings include 
one particularly piquant tale about the main church fresco, which 
can be discovered by visiting the church.

Evangelical-Lutheran 
Church fresco
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In 1911, a fire station (Lietuvininku g. 22) was constructed in 
the lowest and swampiest area between Silokarcema and Zibai.   
A former small bridge in front of the fire station can be seen in old 
postcards. In 1941, after over 200 years of “fighting” for townhood, 
Silute was granted two rights and the first town council was set 
up on the second floor of the fire station.

Silute is interesting in that a large part of the older buildings 
have retained their initial intended use – today the fire station can 
still be found here. Inspecting this building, you simply must take 
a look at the gripping mouldings.

One of the mouldings decorating 
the fire station facade, 2014

Fire station 
   (Lietuvininku g. 22)

Fire station, at the start of the 20th century

Fire station, 2013 (mouldage of the 
fire station – a gift from the art 
division of the Silute Art School 
to the town)

Post Office  
(Lietuvininku g. 23 ir Tilzes g. 35)

Silute is one of three connected settlements, so it would be 
logical to expect to see three old buildings belonging to the Post 
Office. One of the Old Post Office buildings is at the beginning of 
Lietuvininku street (Lietuvininku g. 1). It was used as a Horse Post 
Office and was closed down after the construction of the railway, 
as it was no longer needed. The Verdaine Post Office was closed 
down in 1850, the location of its building is not known.

The new Post Office building was constructed on the estate 
plots of land in 1919. As is usual in Silute, the Post Office is still 
in its old place and operates efficiently today. You can see the 
remaining internal shutters only here. There is a building on the 
other side of the street with writing dating back to the start of the 
20th century: The Hotel Zur Post.

The Zibai Post Office building is also still standing today 
(Tilzes g. 35). It was fist mentioned in historical sources in 1910. It 
is currently home to residential flats.

Silokarcema Post Office, 2013 

Silokarcema Post Office, 1910

Zibai Post Office, at the 
beginning of the 20th century

Former Zibai Post Office building, 2012
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Old advertising on one 
of the buildings, 2012

Former soft drinks plant, 2014

Former sweets factory buildings 
(Jankus Street 11), 2014

Soft drinks plant  
(Lietuvininku g. 30)

A complex of nice buildings is in front of the Evangelical-
Lutheran Church, on the other side of the street, with a small park 
in front. Various stores are established here today, but only a few 
people know that a soft drinks plant operated in these buildings 
at the beginning of the 20th century. There was no park at that 
time, because a square was built in front the plant for the carts to 
come in and turn around. Knowing the primary intended use of this 
location, it becomes obvious why the buildings are further from the 
streets, which is unusual in relation to the rest town. Unfortunately 
no historical postcards show the plant; the uncovered old 
advertisements speak for themselves – it appears that a winery also 
operated there.

There is also a former sweets factory building that still remains 
in Silute (Jankus Street 11).

Horse trader’s house  
(Lietuvininku g. 36)

The Silute museum was opened in this building in 1949, 
yet rare is a man from Silute who really knows the history of this 
building. The famous master builder of that time, Fiedler, built this 
house for his family at the end of the 19th century. It is interesting 
that the owner of the house was his wife, Helene Fiedler. Later 
on, the building was bought by the horse trader Adalbert Rittens 
(coming back to the piquant story about the Lutheran Church 
fresco, the protagonist of that story was the merchant Adarbet).

The old floors, doors, decorative ovens and the drawing on 
the veranda have remained part of the house.

Former house of a horse trader, 2014

Drawing found on the veranda 
of the building, 2013

Veranda, 2013
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Schools

A great deal of attention was paid to education in Prussia, 
of which Lithuania Minor was a part. A number of schools were 
established in the Silokarcema, Zibai and Verdaine settlements 
during their existence. It is easy to connect the different schools 
with the specific buildings of the town from the start of the 20th 
century. Currently, four historical buildings are former schools: The 
People’s school, known by this name in the second half of the 
19th century, was opened at Lietuvininku g. 38; an Agricultural 
school was opened in 1897, Lietuvininku g. 20; the Boys’ school 
was established in 1864 and later became the Herderis high 
school, K. Kalinausko g. 2; and the Vydunas Lithuanian school, 
which opened in 1927, is still located in the same building at 
Atgimimo al. 3. Nowadays, only one of these buildings is not part 
of a school, while some of them have retained their old names. 
The fact that Silute’s past can still be seen today makes it a very 
interesting town.

Clock tower of the primary school, 2014

First gymnasium in the building 
of the old school, 2013

Herder high school, 1930s

Primary school, 1910–1915

Lithuanian gymnasium, first half 
of the 20th century

F. Bajoraitis public library

Zibai
The Zibai settlement was built up between Silokarcema and 

Verdaine. Due to the difficulty of living in Silokarcema, because 
of the swampy location, new-comers started settling slightly 
further from the old Market Square – in Zibai. The settlement was 
mentioned for the first time in 1540. While Silokarcema was a 
trade centre and Verdaine was a religious centre, people engaged 
in trade used to settle most frequently in Zibai. Zibai has been 
recognised as an enterprising settlement since its foundation.

Today the centre of the old Zibai settlement is at the crossroads 
of Lietuvininkai, Tilze and M. Jankaus streets. The majority of hotels, 
cafes, stores, publishing houses and bookstores are concentrated 
in this place: a confectionery store and a cafe at Lietuvininku g. 
59; the hotel Kaiserhog at Lietuvininku g. 61; the recreation centre 
from 1946 to 1984 the Hotel Deims at Lietuvininku g. 70; the 
Hotel Gaidies at Tilzes g. 2 (parking access to this building has not 
changed to the present day, though carts are no longer used); a 
bookstore and bindery of the famous Staliai binders at Tilzes g. 5; 
and a printing house and bookstore of the printer Otto Sekunn at 
Tilzes g. 27. The F. Bajoraitis Public Library keeps the local bookish 
traditions alive today.

M. Jankaus Street began to appear at the beginning of the 
19th century, when one of the oldest industrial companies of 
Silute started operating – Silutes Durpynas (Silutes Peatbog). Peat 
was carried not only along waterways, but also over land, with 
the most convenient route leading through Zibai. The appearance 
of this road, and later the street, changed the layout of Zibai –
the settlement changed from linear to radial. A lot of historical 
buildings remain on this street: No. 4, former solicitor’s office; No. 
8, German state bank (later Lithuanian bank); No. 11, a sweets 
factory; and a historical building of the Viktorija Hotel at the end 
of the street.

Zibai centre, end of the 19th 
century – beginning of the 20th 
century

Historical Zibai centre, 2014

Old Gaidies hotel building, XX c.
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Old Court Palace, 2013

Baptists’ house of prayer, 1905

Cour t Palace and prison  
(Lietuvininku g. 72)

In 1817, a Court was set up in Silokarcema in a private house. 
Crop-failure and epidemics tortured the people who lived there 
in the middle of the 19th century. Succumbing to poverty 
and starvation, the people of Silokarcema, Zibai and Verdaine 
started to become more frequently engaged in smuggling 
and unrest began to spread. Trying to cope with the situation, 
the Government of the Prussian Kingdom set up the Regional 
Court in 1839 and a large Court Palace with a prison for 200 “rest 
places” was built in 1845. The Silokarcema landlord’s persistence 
in refusing to sell the estate land sparked the construction of the 
Court Palace and prison in Zibai.

The Silute prison operated there from 1945 to 1954. When it 
closed, the agricultural mechanisation school was set up in this 
complex. Today, the Silute tourism and service business school is 
located there along with a hotel.

Baptists’ house of prayer  
(Stoties g. 9)

The Baptists’ house of prayer (now at Stoties g. 9) was built in 
Zibai in 1837. German, Lithuanian, Scottish, English and Jewish 
craftsmen and tradesmen settled there. Tolerance, prevailing 
in the settlement, is today illustrated by the fact that Catholics, 
Baptists, Jews and Anglicans all had their own houses of prayer, 
and the Evangelicals-Lutherans and Jews also had their own 
cemeteries in Zibai.

The Baptists’ house of prayer was closed down around 1950 
and flats were erected on the site. The flats are in this historical 
church building to the present day.

Entrance to the complex of the 
Court and prison buildings, 2014

Prison underground, 2013

Old building of the Baptists’ Church, 2014
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(Kataliku Baznycios Street)

The present Kataliku Baznycios street is one of the oldest 
streets in the Zibai settlement. It is believed that its formation was 
finished at the end of the 19th century when all the buildings 
of the Holy Cross Church complex, still visible today, were built: 
a church, a care home, a rectory and a school. The Church was 
built in 1854 to replace a temporary wooden church. A parish 
school was set up a decade later. In 1888, a Catholic children’s care 
home was set up by the priest, Wichmann, for which the Prussian 
Government allocated an annual allowance. It would have been 
too large a burden to maintain the church, the school and the 
care home. About 60 children – orphans and foundlings – were 
sheltered at the care home. In 1905 a new spacious three-storey 
care home was built. It was run by the St. Elizabeth Nuns. The 
orphans’ care home and the school buildings were nationalised 
around 1950 and flats were built on the site. Later on, when the 
residents were moved out of the care home, the Eglute children’s 
tuberculosis sanatorium was set up. Today, the historical buildings 
are owned by the Catholic parish once more.

Holy Cross Church

Holy Cross Church Complex 

Kataliku Baznycios Street, 2014

Kataliku Baznycios Street, 1920–1940

Verdaine

It is believed that the Verdaine settlement was established 
before the tavern’s construction in Silokarcema. The old road 
from Tilze to Klaipeda went through this settlement and thus 
determined its importance. In 1540, Verdaine was mentioned as a 
village in the tax payers’ list and it states that 19 farmers, 25 leasers 
and three cottagers lived there and in the surrounding areas. 
During the second half of the 16th century, a wooden Evangelical-
Lutheran Church could have been built and the right to set up 
a tavern was granted in 1566, because the tavern operating in 
Silokarcema did not satisfy the existing demand. Verdaine has 
been called a religious centre since its conception; its operating 
church was the only Evangelical-Lutheran Church in the area until 
1926, when the Silokarcema Church was built.

In 1713, a stone church was built in place of the wooden one 
in Verdaine in accordance with the order of the Prussian Kurfurst, 
Friedrich, and a stone neo-gothic church with a turret was built 
in 1848. This church can be seen in the rare old postcards of the 
Verdaine settlement. Without disconnecting from its religious 
functions, schools (four private schools existed in 1849) and 
widows’ and children’s care homes were set up in Verdaine. In 
1846, after the construction of the paved road, which ran through 
all three settlements and joined them into one unit, Verdaine 
deteriorated and was the worst affected by World War II: In 1956, 
when the church was handed over to the flax processing plant, 
it was finally demolished; the narrow gauge railway bridge was 
blown up; the majority of the buildings were demolished and 
industrial ones were constructed in their place. What remains 
of Verdaine’s heritage is the old Evangelical-Lutheran cemetery, 
a bridge, a few historical buildings and, most importantly, the 
Villa Werden restaurant (now at Zemaiciu Naumiescio g. 2). The 
famous declaration of the Rescue Committee of Lithuania Minor, 
“Manifest to all the people of the Klaipeda region” was proclaimed 
regarding the accession of Lithuania Minor to Lithuania Proper.

Bridge in Verdaine, at the 
beginning of the 20th century

Narrow gauge railway bridge, at the beginning of the 20th century

View of the Verdaine Church and 
settlement, at the beginning of 
the 20th century

Verdaine Church, at the beginning 
of the 20th century
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The old Evangelical-Lutheran cemetery was set up in the 
Verdaine settlement. The cemetery was opened in 1832, after the 
cemetery near the Verdaine Church was completely filled. The 
Lithuanian and German Evangelicals and Lutherans as well as, 
after approval from the priests, Russian Orthodox and Old Believers 
were buried there. In 1898, the cemetery was surrounded by a 
metal fence and the chapel was built in 1907. Today, the cemetery 
acts like an open-air museum: metal crosses and plot fences, 
reflecting the history of smithery in Lithuania Minor; the ancestral 
graves of famous cultural and public figures (Stahl, Sekunn and 
H. Sudermann) are still there today. The cemetery was closed in 
1962.

Gas plant (Tilzes g. 24)

 

A gas plant (now Tilzes g. 24) was built in the Verdaine 
settlement in 1907. Gas produced at the plant reached offices, 
companies, residential houses in Silokarcema, Zibai and Verdaine 
by pipelines; the streets were also lit by gas.

In 1650, the gas plant was closed down and its buildings were 
used for the Silute Reclamation station pf machineries.

Evangelical-Lutheran cemeteries

Former buildings of the gas plant, 2012

Gas plant, 1910

Former gas plant, 2012

Old cemetery, at the 
beginning of 20th century

Old cemetery with a chapel, 2013

Old Evangelical-Lutheran cemeteries, 2014
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Railway station and bridge  
(Gelezinkelio Street)

The railway became very important in Lithuania Minor in 
the 19th century—it changed the lives of those settled there at 
that time. The post horse stable was closed down in Silokarcema 
and it was planned to build a new post office in another location. 
A narrow gauge railway line was also considered, which would 
connect all the settlements, and new streets were formed (Stoties 
and Gelezinkelio streets). All this changed the landscape of the 
settlements.

The railway station in Zibai was built in 1875. In laying down 
the railway track, a bridge across the Sysa River was built as well. 
Today we can see six buildings of the railway station complex, 
including the old railway bridge. It is a good idea to walk along 
the old Stoties Street to the station, see the remaining buildings 
and walk along the railway to the bridge before coming back to 
the Scheu estate by the embankment.

Railway bridge, 20th century and 
at the beginning of the 21st century

Railway bridge

Railway station buildings, 2012

Silute railway station, 2012

Texts of R. Siksnienė, I. Giniotis, D. Barasa, A. Miskinis, photos taken by L. Putriuvienė, R. Svelniute
Other sources: www.kpd.lt, www.miestai.net, www.silutesmuziejus.lt
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